Lower Souris Agri-Environmental Group Plan

What is an Agri-Environmental Group Plan?  An Agri-Environmental Group Plan (AEGP) is a complementary program to the Environmental Farm Planning (EFP) process.  The AEGP process differs from the EFP in that it is based in a particular geographic area and it focuses strategically on one particular environmental issue.  The main focus of the Lower Souris AEGP is to reduce the impacts of agriculture on surface water quality.

How do I become involved in the Lower Souris AEGP?  If you are a landowner concerned about water quality protection within the Lower Souris River Watershed, contact our office at (306)452-3292 and speak with our Beneficial Management Practices Technician (BMP Tech).  The BMP Tech is the local group planning advisor who can work with you to assist you to identify and address surface water quality concerns on your farm.  Consultation with the BMP Tech will enable you to become a certified member of the group plan.  Once certified, you will be eligible for incentive funding to implement beneficial management practices (BMPs) that address water quality issues.
What incentive funding is being offered?

The Lower Souris AEGP is currently offering incentives for two Beneficial Management Practices; these include: Wintering Site Management and Riparian Area Management.  Both BMPs are cost shared at fifty percent up to a maximum dollar value.

Wintering Site Management

The objective of the wintering site management BMP is to assist producers in reducing risks to ground and surface water from off-site transport of nutrients and pathogens where livestock are wintered in confined areas.  This BMP encourages practices that reduce herd density, improve feeding and bedding strategies, limit direct access to watering sites and improve runoff control.  The program funds most of the infrastructure requirements for development of a wintering site including: shelterbelts, portable windbreaks, watering systems and fence modifications.
Riparian Area Management

Riparian areas are lands adjacent to streams, rivers, lakes and wetlands, where the vegetation and soils are strongly influenced by the presence of water.  These areas are the most productive areas for biodiversity within the landscape and also act as natural filters in protecting surface water bodies from runoff contaminants.  The objective of the riparian area management is to implement practices that will protect and enhance these vital areas of the landscape mainly by restoring vegetation where it has been destroyed by cultivation or by preventing degradation of these areas by livestock.  Projects that are eligible include remote watering systems, vegetative buffer strips, grazing management, cross fencing, establishment of native grasses and improved stream crossings.
For further information regarding the Lower Souris Agri-Environmental Group Plan contact us today at (306)452-3292.

